[On the concept of "specificity" in morphological diagnosis].
The present paper deals with the term specificity. The term is analyzed with respect to its linguistic deduction, as well as its mode of application to morphological objects. We come to the conclusion that specificity is not an absolute but rather a relative term, since it is graduable. Its meaning largely depends on the conditions under which it is applied to morphological objects. When applied to morphological criteria, the term specificity is concerned in most cases with differential diagnosis; it rarely refers to diagnosis. In other words: Under certain circumstances, specific criteria may be absolute and, therefore, proving, but usually they have merely a relative meaning in the sense of indicating and delineating.